Season 28 SNL – REVEALED

Episode 12: Jennifer Garner/Beck (2/15/03)

The Rating System:

4 Coneys – Best Ever

0 Coneys – Worst Ever

Totals:

0-10 Coneys – Garbage

11-20 Coneys – Needs Improvement

21-30 Coneys – Average

31-40 Coneys – Above Average

41-50 Coneys  - Instant Classic

51+ Coneys - Unparalleled Comic Genius

Pre-show Comments:

Jason:  It's hard for me to speculate on the quality of this episode. I'm not really familiar with Garner at all. The only things I've seen her in were a couple of guest spots on Felicity and as "Woman in Elevator" in Deconstructing Harry. It's also hard for me to throw her props knowing that her father is the king of all random actors. She has tons of buzz right now though. All I know is that a dead dog being manipulated as a puppet could do a better job hosting than McConaughey last week.

As for Beck, seeing him live last fall was almost completely devoid of buzz. Beck in 2003 is a mixed bag. In what must be preparations for the upcoming March overseas tour, the Flaming Lips WILL NOT be acting as Beck's backing band. Instead the band will be made up of JMJ, Joey Waronker, Greg Kurstin, and Jason Falkner (according to Beck's official site). No Lips is a HUGE minus. And Falkner? Hasn't had buzz since 1998. College radio style.

Needless to say, hopes won't be too high for this episode.
Heather:  These preshow comments are getting more and more interesting to write lately. And with the debacle that was McConaughey last week, I'm almost scared to write them anymore!! Given that, I'm not too certain about how I feel this show will turn out. I don't know a lot about Jennifer Garner. The only acting I've really witnessed of hers was the short-lived sitcom, Time of Your Life. Yet, there's something about her that stuck with me. Plus she's got so much buzz around her right now!! While there's been an iffy track record with the hot girl hosts this season (Gellar, Murphy), I'm hoping like hell Garner will break the mold!! And why shouldn't she?? She's hot. She's tough. And hopefully just as funny. Wouldn't mind seeing Fallon get his ass kicked, Alias-style!!

Been a Beck fan for the longest, although I've kinda lost touch with his music lately. However, I've enjoyed his SNL performances in the past. Don't see this time around being much different.
Cold Opening:  George W. Bush

Jason:  Finally!  Parnell once again takes on Bush.  Can’t believe this is only the THIRD time we have gotten a Bush cold opening this season (last appearance was Vardalos – 11/9/02).  

Actually, after seeing this latest installment, I’m wondering why I was wishing for it so much.  Not to say that Parnell’s Bush impression isn’t good, the content this time around just wasn’t solid.  The idea was that the US no longer had interest in Saddam.  Sort of a funny concept, and probably could happen, but the sketch lacked any standout funny lines.  I guess this is what happens when you take 3 months off from development of what should be an anchor “cold opener” character.

1 Coney   

Heather:  OK.  I am officially not liking Parnell as President Bush.  I know I haven’t really had the opportunity to give it a chance since it’s only been aired a few times.  And yes, we all knew it was going to be hard to top Ferrell’s impeccable impression of our 43rd president.  But come on Parnell!!  One of the reasons Ferrell’s impression was so good was because he put a little heart into it!!  Give us some real facial expressions!!  And could we trouble you for W’s good old fashioned southern accent throughout the entire sketch?? Instead, it seems like all we’re getting is Parnell reading cue cards with no sense of when the words are actually supposed to be jokes.  I’m probably being pretty harsh, but this just wasn’t anywhere near as funny as it should be.  It’s just not funny period.

0 Coneys

Monologue:  Garner

Jason:  OK.  The whole “all the men on the cast try to wow the female host” idea has been done to death.  In my opinion, never better than the Heather Graham installment back in 1999.  This one did have a little twist with the song though.  I actually thought it was pretty decent.  Each cast member got dissed by Garner as she searched for the perfect valentine suitor among them.  And as far as monologues have been going so far in the last few episodes, this one does stand out a bit in my memory.

Oh, and the whole time I was thinking about how much she looks like Hilary Swank.  Weird. 

2 Coneys

Heather:  This was a respectable monologue.  I was expecting something Alias related, but got a good song routine instead, which made it that much better.  Granted it wasn’t the best monologue, but Garner’s got a decent voice and some major energy about her!  And at the very least, it gave me a good feeling about the rest of the show.

2 Coneys 

Commercial Parody:  Clappin’

Premise:  New musical featuring nothing but clapping for three hours

Jason:  The thing with this parody is that it probably isn’t too far off from not being a parody!  From the way musicals/plays have been lately, I wouldn’t be too surprised to actually see something like this for real some day.  Extra coney for the close up of Armisen looking all creepy too.

2 Coneys

Heather:  This was pretty amusing.  Three hours of non-stop clapping!  With a finale representing the clapping styles of foreign lands, which includes an extreme Armisen close-up who is apparently representing Japan!  Check out that hair!!  Great parody!

2 ½ Coneys

Sketch:  Bar Date

Premise:  When the lights in the bar turn on, the women Fallon is trying to pick up isn’t as cute as initially thought

Jason:   Armisen!  In a sketch!  Best.  This sketch had me laughing out loud the first time Armisen showed up in the pink shirt and wig.  His feminine line delivery was dead on as well.  Most everyone has been in this situation at one time or another, so the sketch is easy to relate too.  Not a bad idea.  I’m really curious to find out if Fallon or Armisen wrote this one.  

3 Coneys

Heather:  Whoever thought to use Armisen in this sketch as the “ugly in bright light” side of Garner is a genius!!  He was so awesome!  The way he looked in that wig couldn’t have been funnier.  It’s nice to see SNL finally starting to use Armisen as a lead character in sketches.  I don’t know why it’s taken so long, especially after the miracle that is Fericito.  He brings a lot more to sketches that would’ve been dull with anyone else.  That could’ve just as easily been Kattan, which would’ve sucked ass given his days of being funny in woman’s clothing were over a long time ago (with the exception of Gay Hitler of course!!).  

3 Coneys

Sketch:  Wakeup Wakefield

Premise:  Recurring sketch about self produced high school morning news updates

Jason:  I knew this sketch would be back sooner or later this season (and while we’re at it, I’m sure Boston Teens will be back soon too).  Surprised it took so long (last appearance was McCain – 10/19/02).  Again, I don’t hate this sketch as much as everyone else does (or as much as I probably should for that matter).  It just really reminds me of my own high school morning news memories.  It’s not really laugh out loud humor with this sketch, but more the dry delivery and attitudes used by the characters.  Garner was decent as the obnoxious event planner and Sheldon getting his first kiss was pretty good.  Not bad, now please wait until next season to bring back!

2 Coneys

Heather:  This was one of the better Wakeup Wakefield’s I’ve seen.  I think because it actually took place outside of that classroom they are usually in.  The change of scenery seemed to help.  Garner was funny jumping around as the super hyper Valentine’s Day dance organizer.  The standout for me, however, was Maya whipping out a button of the new love of her life, Justin Timberlaaaaake.  That tongue action might shed a little more light on how she is getting on so many sketches lately!!

2 Coneys

Sketch:  Saddam/Bin Laden Call

Premise:  The two terrorists catch up on the phone

Jason:  Why is Sanz’s Saddam impression simply his Ferey Muhtar character in a different costume?  Oh well.  It still had me laughing a bit over here.  You could tell Sanz and Fallon wrote this one together since it’s right up there with their predictable humor style.  This sketch did have a few good moments though.  The initial voice used by Saddam as a pizza delivery place was funny and so was Fallon’s “listen – it’s a phone” joke.   Strained a bit towards the end though.  Should have been a minute or so shorter.

2 Coneys  

Heather:  This was alright, but Sanz as Saddam reminded me way too much of his Turkish TV talk show host Ferey Muhtar.  As it should given he not only used the same accent, but also all of the “mans” and the “bros” as well!  I was kind of surprised to see Fallon as Bin Laden, but he did a decent job.  Again though, the shining moment goes to Armisen’s “Awkward!” comment after Bin Laden tells him that Saddam is pissed about the tapes he released.

2 Coneys

Sketch:  Invitation to Love

Premise:  Soap actress has hard time adjusting to the new male lead
Jason:  The stop/start soap opera idea.  So overused and tired.  Throw in Kattan’s pseudo-gay character (also used in way too many capacities) and you get the show’s weakest skit.  Hard not to fast forward.

0 Coneys

Heather:  Man, I could see Kattan coming from a mile away on this one.  I distinctly remember exclaiming, “Oh God,” before he even walked onto the set.  And surprise, surprise…. he’s gay!  Who saw that coming??!  Not good.  Cut it out Kattan.

0 Coneys

Sketch:  A Date with the Twins

Premise:  Two men adjust to a blind date with Siamese twins (one of whom is deformed)

Jason:   Kattan in back to back sketches?  Is this still 2003?  This is Season 28 right?  

This sketch was OK.  Could have been much more effective if Dratch’s deformed character wasn’t in the exact same costume as her clone baby character from Weekend Update in the Gordon episode (just three episodes ago).  Wasn’t enough to ruin everything though.  Fallon and Kattan both had some good lines as their characters reacted to the situation in opposite ways.  

I also liked how somebody finally made fun of those ridiculous Coors football/twins commercials.  Those were/are so annoying.  

2 Coneys

Heather:  Wow!  Lotsa recycling in this episode!  First Sanz’s Ferey Muhtar as Saddam, and now Dratch comes out wearing the Clone-Aid baby costume.  Didn’t find this funny at all though.  Luckily it didn’t seem too long.

0 Coneys

Weekend Update

Jason:  Looks like WU can officially be counted on to add some life to average episodes this season.  This installment, much like the last few, had solid jokes pretty much all the way through (The Lion Magazine “Who Told?”) being my favorite.  The only thing I didn’t like was Morgan’s commentary on Black History Month.  Not that I didn’t agree with what he was saying, but I’m getting sick of him coming on as himself practically every episode to bitch about something.  Oh well.  It will all be over soon.  Zap2it reported Thursday that Morgan’s sitcom for NBC has been ordered.  This means Morgan is 90% sure to leave SNL at the end of the season. 

In other guest spots tonight:  Richards again NAILS an impression with a great run as Burt Bacharach.  Very good.  

Parnell also made an appearance with his semi-regular “raps”.  This one was OK, but lacked the inspiration and energy of the first few in my opinion.  Overall, still funny though.

3 Coneys

Heather:  Talk about the good stuff!!  Weekend Update has been right on for like the past month!!  What about that Screech album, Gotsta Git Fonkey?!  Is that for real?!  Richards as Burt Bacharach was fucking hilarious!!  You said it Burt.  Getting shot in the crack would be worst!  Obvs.  And while this was mean as hell, Fey’s joke about Sean Penn losing a movie deal because of his war views was pretty humorous.  I think we could all do without I am Sam 2 – Still ‘Tarded!!  That’s funny shit!!  I do admit I was a little disappointed with Parnell’s rap segment.  While predictable, I was expecting something on par with the Spears and Dunst raps.  However, Garner’s was nowhere near as funny.  But there was a little unexpected twist at the end with Garner whispering to Parnell that he was going to blow their cover as they walked off set.  That’s gotta count for something, I guess.

3 Coneys

Music:  Beck

Jason:  Performed “Lost Cause” from 2002’s already forgotten Sea Change.  It was actually a good performance to be honest.  Could have used a Lip or two though!

3 Coneys

Heather:  A very beautiful song.  Gotsta git this album.

4 Coneys

Sketch:  Michael Jackson in a Tree

Premise:  Jackson hanging out in a tree acting weird 

Jason:  What was this?

I’m glad to see Poehler in a sketch’s lead role, but this just didn’t go anywhere.  Dratch’s Liz Taylor was very annoying too (at least it wasn’t Maya).  This could have been better.

1 Coney

Heather:  If I hadn’t seen the now infamous Michael Jackson interview with British journalist Martin Bashir, this would’ve been completely baffling.  Poehler was actually pretty accurate in her portrayal of Jackson, but this was just too annoying to even be funny.  Dratch as Liz Taylor definitely didn’t help either.  

½ Coney 

Music:  Beck

Jason:  Whoa!  Didn’t Beck just perform one break ago?  Something wacky must be going on in the scheduling back stage.  

This time around, Beck performed another Sea Change snoozer called “Guess I’m Doing Fine”.  This is actually my least favorite song on the album, and seeing it here didn’t really change my opinion.

 2 Coneys

Heather:  I almost thought that Beck wasn’t going to get another song!  Glad he did though cause it was another good one.

4 Coneys

Sketch:  Wal Mart Supercenter

Premise:  Two Wal Mart greeters dicuss the store’s size
Jason:  I KNOW!  So best.  Some say as memorable as the “Over Here” guys from the Gordon episode.  Everyone knows someone who talks like this.  Glad Poehler decided to poke a little fun at it!

3 Coneys

Heather:  Seriously, Walmarts are scary in their gargantuan size!  I know!!  Garner and Poehler….awesome as the greeters!  Throw in Armisen’s voice cracking while asking for leisure wear and you have a winner!  I KNNOOOWW!!

3 Coneys

Vignette:  My Big Thick Novel

Premise:  Recurring vignette revealing a new chapter of Jack Handy’s novel

Jason:  Good, but not as memorable as past installments.

2 Coneys

Heather:  Everything about this segment was great, right down to the dramatic background music.  Dead germs are best!!

3 Coneys 

Closing Comments:

Jason:  OK.  Not as bad as I thought.  Lots of “2 Coney” sketches this episode so it was pretty average.  Two standout sketches in my opinion:  Bar Date and Wal Mart Supercenter.  I’m just relieved that it was a decent improvement over last week’s McConaughey nightmare.  

I really couldn’t get over the Swank/Garner situation though.  Since I’m not familiar with Garner, I kept getting hung up on that!  Creepy.  And what happened to the supposed “confirmed” cameo of Ben Affleck?  I read that he would be appearing on so many websites and even heard something about it on E!.  Actually, Ben Stiller was rumored to make a guest cameo too.  Not sure what Stiller has to do with Garner or Affleck.  Probably would have been good for a coney or two though.  Oh well.

Next week is Walken.  It will be Walken’s sixth time hosting, and the second musical guest spot for Foo Fighters.  I’m calling out a lot of buzz for this show.  Walken’s “The Continental” is usually pretty solid and the sheer presence of Walken alone usually calls up come chuckles.

I can also reveal, that newly Oscar Nominated Queen Latifah is rumored to be hosting the 3/8/03 show.  Buzz?  Not really.

Garner/Beck:  28 out of 56 Coneys.

Heather:  Good episode overall.  Some sketches could’ve been funnier, but the show was still better than I had anticipated.  I was surprised to see that Affleck didn’t make his much rumored cameo, but not really all that disappointed. 

29 out of 56 Coneys.

